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POAU SUIT FOCUSES KENTUCKY 
SPOTLIGHT ON SCHOOLS ISSUE 


Acting for himself and other taxpayers, the Rev. J. C. Rawlings (retired) 
of Bradsfordville, Ky., brought suit last month in Franklin Circuit Court 
to halt the employment of Roman Catholic nuns as public school teachers. 
The plaintiff is president of the Kentucky Free Public Schools Committee, a 
POAU affiliate. The defendants are Wendell P. Butler, state superintendent 


of public instruction, and_ school 
board officials in Casey, Marion, 
Washington, Nelson, Meade, and 
Grayson Counties. 

According to the complaint drawn 
up by Attorney Eugene Siler, former 
Kentucky Appeals Court judge, 85 
nuns are employed as public school 
teachers in the six counties—44 in 
Marion County alone—and in several 
instances church-owned buildings 
marked with sectarian symbols are 
used as “public” schools. It is also 
contended that in Marion County 
genuine public schools have been 
“systematically depleted” by pro- 
Catholic school boards while Roman 
Catholic “public” schools have been 
favored with ample supplies and fa- 
cilities (Church and State, Febru- 
ary). The brief cites evidence to show 
that Roman Catholic educational 
techniques are distinctively sectarian 
and incompatible with public school 
procedures, that the teaching nuns 
are garbed agents of their church, 
bound by solemn vows to propagate 
their faith during every moment of 
their classroom activities, that pupils 
in the parochial-“public” schools are 
segregated on religious lines once each 
day while religious exercises are per- 
formed by the Roman Catholic pupils, 
that such schools are closed on Ro- 
man Catholic holidays, and that non- 
Catholics are being taxed to support 
the propagation of Roman Cathol- 
icism. 


Other Churches Reconsider 


The suit is having impact not only 
on public educational officials and 
Roman Catholic leaders, but also on 
Protestant Kentuckians who now 
must re-examine the relations of the 
public school system with all reli- 





gious groups in the state. A series of 
seven articles by Ora Spaid in the 
Louisville Courier-Journal (October 
18 through 25) reviews the entire 
situation with respect to Roman 
Catholic and Protestant institutions 
alike. The article of October 22, head- 
lined “Protestants Also Cross Lines,” 
points out: 

“In some [Protestant] schools re- 
ligion is being taught, through a re- 
quired or elective course described 
as ‘Bible.’ Although principals insist 
the courses are non-sectarian, it is 
doubtful that a Catholic might con- 
sider them so. 

“Among the mission schools I vis- 
ited that have the most unmistakable 
church overtones are Frenchburg 
School in Menifee County, Ezel 
School in Morgan County, and Red 
Bird Settlement School in Bell 
County. 

“Frenchburg and Ezel schools are 
projects of the Women’s General 
Missionary Society of the United 
Presbyterian Church. 

“Frenchburg School is the only 
high school in Menifee County and 
the only elementary school in French- 
burg. The two fine brick buildings on 
a beautiful campus are owned by the 
missionary society and rented to the 
county board for $1 a year. 

“Nine of the 20 teachers are paid 
by the county. However, the teach- 
ers endorse their checks and turn 
them over to the missionary so- 
ciety. ... 

“Frenchburg teachers are appoint- 
ed by the Presbyterian society. Al- 
though they must meet county ap- 
proval, applications for teaching po- 
sitions are handled by the school 


(Continued on page 2) 


Demands State Department 
Probe of Greek Sect Bans 


A government order for seizure of 
land belonging to the Evangelical 
Church community at Katerini, 
northern Greece, has led to the filing 
of a protest with the U. S. State De- 
partment by Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, 
secretary of affairs for the National 
Association of Evangelicals and a 
member of POAU’s executive commit- 
tee. Dr. Taylor pointed out that the 
land in question was purchased with 
funds provided by the American 
Committee for the Evangelization of 
the Greeks, Inc., thus making it a 
potential concern of the State De- 
partment. 

The seizure order was issued by 
Greek Interior Minister Pavsanias 
Lykourezos, who charged that the 
Evangelicals had been conducting 
elementary classes without a license 
in its orphanage, and therefore might 
presumably violate Greek laws if al- 
lowed to build a church day school 
and center, as the group planned to 
do. . 

The Greek Orthodox Church is 
“established” in the country, and po- 
lice authorities have frequently ar- 
rested priests of the “‘schismatic” Old 
Calendar sect, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
and others. 

The Interior Minister’s order in 
this case had not yet been signed by 
Greece’s King Paul when Dr. Taylor 
filed his protest. The Evangelical 
leader expressed hope that he and his 
colleagues might discuss the question 
with the king, who was then en route 
with Queen Frederika to the United 
States for a visit to the Capital. 





“Church and State’ 


Index Being Printed 


An index of the contents of Church 
and State for the year 1953 will be 
published next month, and will be 
sent to members and interested per- 
sons upon request. 
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Kentucky Suit 


(Continued from page 1) 


authorities. A spokesman admitted 
that a Catholic or Jewish applicant 
would be rejected.” 

Reporter Spaid goes on to give 
further details of the church-state 
tie-ups at Frenchburg, Ezel, and Red 
Bird schools, but in the next article 
(October 23) he notes: 

“One trend seems pretty clear 
among Protestant mission schools— 
the churches are getting out of the 
[public] education business as fast 
as the counties can take over. There 
are exceptions, of course, but I found 
an unmistakable pattern of where 
once a distinctly denominational pri- 
vate schoo! existed, the school is now 
receiving considerable aid from the 
county, and control is moving from 
the mission to the county. 

“Examples of this are Henderson 
Settlement School in Bell County 
and Stinnett Settlement School in 
Leslie County. . . . 

“T was given the impression that 





Educator Lists Enemies 
Of Free Public Schools 


Sloganeers who cry for a “return 
to the fundamentals” in education, 
advocates of “economy” at the ex- 
pense of democratic needs, and par- 
tisans of the parochial school system 
were named as leading enemies of free 
public education by Dr. Herold C. 
Hunt of Harvard University’s grad- 
uate school of education in an address 





if things got uncomfortable on the 
church-state issue, the | Henderson] 
settlement might deed the school 
buildings over to the county. .. .” 

POAU Executive Director Glenn 
L. Archer held conferences on the le- 
gal action with Kentucky leaders 
and spoke in 17 communities in the 
state, often to overflow audiences. 
He announced that Professor Denton 
Coker of Louisville’s Southern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary has been 
assigned to investigate alleged Prot- 
estant violations in the state on be- 
half of POAU. 


THE CAT AND THE CANARY 


















































last month at the American Counc] 
on Education’s annual meeting jp 
Washington. Dr. Hunt reported op 
“Major Problems of the Schools” at 
a session which originally was to 
have heard the report of Dr. Lee M. 
Thurston, U. S. Commissioner of 
Education, who died shortly after 
having been appointed to the post 
by President Eisenhower. (See quo- 
tation from Dr. Thurston on public 
and parochial school education, page 
5, Church and State, September.) 

“Membership on state and local 
boards of education,” declared Dr. 
Hunt, “should universally be re. 
garded as positions representing the 
most important civic trust and re. 
sponsibility that a people can bestow, 
Of old the rabbis used to say, ‘The 
life of a nation is to be found in the 
breath of its children.’ And so it is 
today. ... 

“I regret the necessity of listing 
attacks on the schools as a major 
problem today. . . . There are those 
who believe that they should be ig- 
nored, and were it not for a current 
epidemic of books designed to con- 
vince the public that the schools are 
in evil hands and have fallen into 
sordid ways educationally, I would 
be tempted to do so. . . . The spuri- 
ous arguments of these popular writ- 
ers must, however, be met. . . . Most 
commonly the attack is purportedly 
directed against the educational pro- 
gram of the schools. Commonly it is 
referred to as a demand ‘to return to 
the fundamentals.’ Obviously it is 
deeper than that. Just what is meant 
by the fundamentals is not entirely 
clear because the fundamentals mean 
different things to different people. 
The term has become a cliché—a 
rallying cry, as it were. For the criti- 


(Continued on page 7) 
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- NEWS From Jar and Near 


@ “Islamic Republic of Pakistan” is slated to be the name of the 
Pakistani state under the constitution now being adopted. The con- 
stitution requires that none but a Moslem may be head of the state, 
and that no laws may be enacted which are deemed contrary to the 
Koran. 


@ Sunday morning use of a public school building for Lutheran church 
services has been voted down by the Racine, Wisconsin, board of education 
on the advice of Attorney Manny S. Brown, a board member. The Rev. 
M. W. Albrecht, pastor of a newly organized congregation, had requested 
the use pending construction of a church building. Brown said the state 
constitution forbids such aid. 


@ The Italian parliament was assured recently by Interior Min- 
ister Amintore Fanfani that the government intends to observe 
the religious liberty guarantees (Articles XVII and XIX, in par- 
ticular) of the postwar Constitution. At the same time he asserted 
that no one “should speak, even rhetorically, about religious per- 
secution in Italy because there never has been any in this country 
nor will there be in the future.” He added that immediate steps 
would be taken to implement Article VIII of the Constitution, 
calling for an agreement to regulate relations between the state 
and non-Catholic communions. 


@ Declining to review a case involving the question of whether or not 
cities may prohibit commercial movies during Sunday church hours, the 
United States Supreme Court said that no substantial federal question was 
involved. The case was on appeal by Charles B. McGee, a Charlotte, North 
Carolina, drive-in theater owner who contended that a local ordinance re- 
stricting Sunday movie hours was intended to “drive citizens into the 
churches.” He disputed the logic of allowing radio, television, and other 
commercial entertainments during the hours forbidden to his drive-in thea- 
ter, and contended that all such restrictions limit the freedom of choice 
of the people. 


@ Pro-Catholic candidates must be elected in the November 10 
Philippine elections “to protect the rights of 16,000,000 Filipinos 
which a handful of Freemasons tried to trample down,” Arch- 
bishop Jose Maria Cuenco of Jaro, Iloilo, declared in a message 
urging Roman Catholic Action leaders to campaign for such can- 
didates. His appeal was directed against President Elpidio Quirino, 
who recently cleared three public education officials of charges that 
they were part of a “Masonic” plot against the Church (“Church 
and State,” April and May). For his part, in his race for re-election 
against Opposition Nacionalista candidate Ramon Magsaysay, 
President Quirino has charged that American interests have been 
interfering in the campaign. 


@ Acceptance of U. S. military and economic aid does not mean any 
change in Spain’s rigid policing of non-Catholic church activities, Enrique 
Cardinal Pla y Deniel has made clear in an article in the official Church 
newspaper, Ecclesia. The Cardinal, primate of the country, points out that 
the Vatican in several recent actions has impliedly rebuked “some misguided 
United States Catholics” who have pleaded for more “tolerance” in Spain. 


@ Thirty accredited Illinois public schools were listed in the 1953 
“Official Catholic Directory” as parochial schools, Mrs. Dorothy 
N. Larson declares in an amended complaint filed by her in her 
legal suit against the mixed-school setup. Although the six Johns- 
burg teaching nuns originally named (“Church and State,” May) 
are no longer in the public school system, Mrs. Larson now contends 
that the school board has given public school records and property 
to the town’s new parochial school. 
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Semi-Public Bible Funds 
Pian Hit by Dr. Poteat 


A campaign to raise $3,000 by pri- 
vate subscription “to retain the teach- 
ing of the Bible in the Reidsville 
| North Carolina] public schools” has 
drawn the opposition of the Rev. 
Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat, pastor 
of the Pullen Memorial Baptist 
Church at Raleigh and president of 
POAU. In a letter of October 15 to 
The Greensboro News, Dr. Poteat 
wrote: 

“Sir: 

“T note a news item in the News 
of October 12 which reports the 
efforts of church and civic clubs in 
Reidsville to raise $3,000 for the 
maintenance of Bible teaching in 
the Reidsville schools. 

“Allow me to cite the language 
of Justice Black of the U. S. Su- 
preme Court who wrote the ma- 
jority opinion (8 to 1) in the 
McCollum case where an action 
similar to the Reidsville proposal 
was ruled a violation of the reli- 
gious clause of the First Amend- 
ment to the Constitution. 

“Said he: the facts in the case 
‘show the use of tax-supported 
property for religious instruction 
and the close cooperation between 
the school authorities and the reli- 
gious council in promoting reli- 
gious education. The operation of 
the state’s compulsory education 
system thus assists and is inte- 
grated with the program of reli- 
gious instruction carried on by 
separate school sects. . . . This is 
beyond all question a utilization 
of the tax-supported public school 
system to aid religious groups to 
spread their faith. And it falls 
squarely under the ban of the 
First Amendment.’ 

“Tt subtracts nothing from the 
zeal and good intentions of the cit- 
izens of Reidsville to say that what 
they—and other communities in our 
state—are doing has been judged 
illegal by the U. S. Supreme Court. 

“The problem can be seen clearly 
if we imagine the reaction of the 
citizens to a proposal by the Ro- 
man Catholics to conduct a similar 
campaign for a similar purpose. 
And do we, because we are the 
Protestant majority, have a moral 
right to use tax money paid by 
non-Christians and  non-Protes- 
tants to permit instruction that is 
contrary to their religious scruples? 

“The decision in the McCollum 
case stated that the use of school 


(Continued on page 6) 




















Roman Catholic Church Oppresses, 
Is Oppressed, Says Anglican 


Leaders of the Roman Catholic hierarchy must remove the beam from 
their own eye before they can be persuasive in their denunciations of religious 
persecution in Communist countries. This, in effect, is what the Anglican 
primate of England, the Most Rev. Geoffrey F. Fisher, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, told them in an address delivered in London on October 14. Recalling 


that he had himself condemned the 
recent Communist detention of Stefan 
Cardinal Wyszynski, his Roman 
Catholic opposite number in Poland, 
and had been applauded by “some of 
my Roman Catholic friends,” Arch- 
bishop Fisher continued: 


“In honesty to them and to truth, 
I ought to say that there are oppres- 
sions and denials of just liberties 
which lie at the door of the Roman 
Catholic Church itself; and one must 
say that that Church has not yet 
learned the lesson that toleration as 
between Christian bodies, while by 
no means the last word as to their 
proper relations, is the first and es- 
sential word to those who would fol- 
low the teaching and spirit of our 
Lord. ... 

“If sometimes a church may be in 
danger of surrendering too much to 
the state, it is also possible for a 
church to resist unwisely or claim too 
much. 

“One cannot therefore assume 
forthwith that whenever an ecclesi- 
astic is restrained he is free from all 
blame, though in the case of the Pri- 
mate of Poland [Stefan Cardinal 
Wyszynski] I believe that to be 
ee 
“Tt must be recognized that in past 
and present history a church claiming 
more than its due may try to advance 
the kingdom of God by the employ- 
ment of political force and by the 
denials of just liberties.” 

Archbishop Fisher noted that a 
booklet entitled IJnfallible Fallacies, 
An Anglican Reply to Roman Cath- 
olic Arguments by Some Priests of 
the Anglican Communion was to be 
issued on October 16 by the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 
“We hate attacking another Chris- 
tian body as much as many Roman 
Catholics deplore the constant attacks 
of their own church upon ours,” he 
said, “but these attacks do call for 
an occasional answer.” The Arch- 
bishop described the booklet as 
“brief but effective, courteous and 
quickly read.” 

In other parts of his talk, the 
Anglican primate criticized Yugo- 
slavia and South Africa for acts of 
oppression. 

Replies to Archbishop Fisher came 
almost immediately from the Roman 


4 





Catholic weekly newspaper, Universe, 
and the Rev. Joseph Christie, pastor 
of the Church of Our Lady of Vic- 
tories in London. Universe said that 
the Anglican archbishop’s charges 
were “vague,” and added: “It does 
not show great courage to pay com- 
pliments to individuals who are 
named, and to make general charges 
against unspecified persons. . . . We 
are told that Roman Catholics have 
intensified propaganda. Is that a 
crime? They have also made ‘their, 
claims more exclusive than ever,’ but 
what could be more exclusive than 
the consistent claim to be the church 
founded by Christ?” 

Father Christie declared from the 
pulpit that “Dr. Fisher appears to 
have confused the tolerance practiced 
by civilized men with that open- 
mindedness which is so developed 
that it is unable to maintain any defi- 
nite principles.” He said that the 
Roman Catholic Church does not 
need to seek converts, for they “are 
driven to us by Communist and ag- 
nostic clerics within the [Anglican] 
establishment itself.” On the charge 
that the Roman Catholic Church is 
“totalitarian,” Father Christie re- 
marked: “Let us face it. God is to- 
talitarian. . .. He is not a town coun- 
cil or an elected committee.” He also 
chided the established Anglican 
Church for its subservience to Par- 
liament. 





‘Separation’ Benefits 
All—Justice Delany 


A full statement of his understand- 
ing of “separation of church and 
state” was sent recently by Justice 
Hubert T. Delany to The New York 
Times. In his letter, the New York 
Domestic Relations Court judge 
chided The Times for having grossly 
oversimplified his view in a story of 
October 2 reporting his participation 
in a panel discussion of “The Place 
of Religion in the Total Education 
of the Child.” Justice Delany’s let- 
ter, published October 20, pointed out 
that his remarks had followed those 
of another panelist who was puzzled 
about “why there was so much dis- 
cussion about separation of church 


and state” and who did not “know 
what the schools are for if they cap. 
not develop in the child religion ang 
trust in God.” His letter then de. 
clared: 

“When I spoke I stated that I cop. 
sidered that the teaching of religion 
had no place in the curriculum of the 
public schools; that this country was 
founded upon the theory of separa. 
tion of church and state; that in this 
country the First Amendment to the 
Constitution gave any individual 
right to have any religion of his own 
choice, or to have no religion at all, 
and that failure to have a religion 
was, and is, no bar to holding public 
office. I further stated that aside from 
the Constitution I, as a religious man, 
consider that teachers in the public 
schools are not equipped to teach re- 
ligion, because in our country there 
are so many denominations, and that 
I consider that any teacher attempt- 
ing to teach religion would naturally 
be biased by his own particular faith. 


Freedom for All 


“T stated that I had no objection 
to children going to parochial schools, 
and reminded the audience that | 
myself was born in a parochial school, 
and would have had no opportunity 
for education but for this fact. I 
further stated that parochial schools 
differed from public schools in that 
a parent had a right to choose a pa- 
rochial school for his children if he 
wanted to, knowing that his child 
would receive religious instruction. In 
the public school system there is no 
such right of choice. 

“Your report of this meeting mere- 
ly said, ‘Judge Delany supported the 
atheist’s right not to believe in God 
at all.’ 

“... Your article did not indicate 
that while I believe in religion for 
myself and for my family I have no 
desire to impose my religion or any 
religion on any other American, par- 
ticularly through the medium of the 
public school system. This country, 
fortunately, is not a church-controlled 
country. I hope it never will be. | 
hope we will always have the freedom 
of choice in matters affecting religion. 
I hope we will never get to the point 
where any one religion can dominate 
our civil society. I believe most 
Americans share my view in this re- 


spect.” 





The Irish and Catholic Power, by 
Paul Blanshard, is being published 
this month (Beacon Press, Boston, 
375 pp. + viii, $3.50). Church and 
State will review the book in a forth- 
coming issue. 
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Rutherford (N. J.) Gideon Bible 
Case May Go to U. S. Supreme Court 


May public school authorities lawfully aid in the distribution of “Gideon” 
(King James) Bibles among the pupils in their charge? This question is 
nding before the New Jersey Supreme Court in a case which is likely to 
be carried to the United States Supreme Court by whichever party is de- 


feated in the state court. 

The case is significant not only for 

the constitutional issue which it 

, but also because it seems to 
be “the first instance of active coop- 
eration between diocesan authorities 
of the Catholic Church and a national 
Jewish organization in prosecuting 
litigation involving church-state rela- 
tions and religion in the public 
schools.” 

All the parties concerned agree on 
the basic facts: The Board of Edu- 
cation at Rutherford, N. J., in No- 
vember, 1951, approved an applica- 
tion of the Gideons’ International 
(incorporated under the laws of Illi- 
nois) for permission to distribute its 
version of the New Testament 
(abridged), the Psalms, and the 
Proverbs to Rutherford public 
school pupils. The board’s action was 
taken with one dissenting vote and 
in spite of the strenuous objections 
of both the Roman Catholic priest 
and the Jewish rabbi of the locality. 
Accordingly, the schools superintend- 
ent was authorized, as he put it, “to 
lend the facilities of the public 
school to the Gideons” for the dis- 
tribution of their Bible to pupils 
whose parents signed consent cards 
printed by the school. Six hundred 
and fifteen of the school’s 2,200 pu- 
pils returned signed consent slips be- 
fore the program was halted by a 
temporary court restraining order. 
The suit against the program was 
initiated on February 19, 1952, by 
Ralph Lecoque, a Roman Catholic, 
and Bernard Tudor, a Jew, both of 
whom were parents of children at- 
tending Rutherford public schools. 
(Lecoque’s son was later transferred 
to a parochial school, and attorneys 
unsuccessfully sought court permis- 
sion to substitute the name of Mrs. 
Walter Natyniak, another Roman 
Catholic, whose daughter attended 
public school.) 

“To be sure,’’ observes attorney 
Leo Pfeffer in a recent article on the 
case [Congress Weekly, organ of the 
American Jewish Congress, October 
5], “the Catholic and Jewish moti- 
vations are not identical. To the 
Church it is the possible or probable 
violation of Catholic dogma which is 
the issue; the Jewish organizations, 
on the other hand, oppose any intru- 
sion of sectarianism into the public 
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school and any impairment of the 
principle of strict separation of 
church and state. But in this case 
their purposes are the same. . . .” 


Favoritism Charged 


The plaintiffs allege that the school 
board’s action violated both federal 
and state constitutions by giving of- 
ficial sanction to religious doctrines 
accepted by some citizens and re- 
jected by others. They argue that the 
board’s resolution cannot be justified 
even on the dubious theory that pub- 
lic officials may extend “impartial” 
aid to all religions, since in this case 
neither the Roman Catholic (Douay) 
nor Jewish versions of the Bible were 
authorized for distribution—only the 
Gideons’ King James version. The 
plaintiffs’ brief points out that the 
Roman Catholic Church regards the 
King James Bible as “false and im- 
pious,” and that all branches of Juda- 
ism reject the Trinitarian concept of 
the King James and other Christian 
Bibles, denying “the possibility that 
Jesus was the son of God in a sense 
different from all other human be- 
ings.” Many historical examples are 
cited in the brief of persecution of 
children because of their refusal to 
accept the King James Bible—such 
as the time when ‘“‘one hundred Cath- 
olic children were expelled from a 
Boston public school, and Catholic 
children were severely flogged for 
continuing in this conscientious re- 
OME. « <a 

The plaintiffs’ attorneys pointed 
also to an editorial in The Christian 
Century of November 2, 1949, op- 
posing the Gideons’ method of distri- 
bution, as evidence that responsible 
Protestant leaders today recognize 
the unfortunate results of efforts to 
use the public schools as a proselytiz- 
ing agency. 

Witnesses for the plaintiffs in- 
cluded Dr. William Heard Kilpat- 
rick, professor emeritus of education, 
Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
sity; Dr. Dan Dodson, director of 
curriculum and research, Center for 
Human Relations Studies; and Dr. 
Isidor Chein, professor of psychol- 
ogy and director of the Research 
Center for Mental Health, New York 
University. Each testified on the “di- 


visive”’ effect of the Gideons’ Bible- 
distribution plan on public school 
children. In this connection, the 
plaintiffs’ brief noted: 

The program of the Gideons’ Inter- 
national has aroused a storm of contro- 
versy in the community of Rutherford 
as it has done wherever it has been in- 
troduced. It has divided the community 
along religious lines; it has set off Prot- 
estants against Catholics and Jews. 
Madison, in his Memorial and Remon- 
strance against the Virginia Religious 
Assessment Bill, declared that the “very 
appearance of the Bill [imposing a tax 
to support teachers of religion] has 
transformed that Christian forbearance, 
love, and charity which of late mutually 
prevailed into animosities and jealousies, 
which may not soon be appeased.” It 
was exactly to prevent the recurrence of 
such communal conflicts that the First 
Amendment was adopted... . 

Defense 

W. Adriance Kipp and Jacob Stam, 
attorneys for the Rutherford Board 
of Education and the Gideons’ Inter- 
nationai, respectively, argued in re- 
buttal that “the Bible is a non-sec- 
tarian book of unique authority and 
value,” that the King James Bible 
is not “substantially” different from 
the Douay (Roman Catholic) ver- 
sion, and that public school children 
are not compelled to accept copies. 
At one point, however, Stam himself 
drew attention to the religious differ- 
ences involved by asking a rabbi on 
the stand to concede that “those who 
framed the Constitution . . . even 
though you disagree with them, and 
disagree with this for the public 
schools, had in mind a tri-union God, 
a trinity, when they spoke of God.” 
This was characterized by the op- 
posing attorneys as an argument 
“that since the fathers of the Amer- 
ican Constitution were Christians, 
the Constitution they wrote was not 
intended to recognize or protect the 
religious convictions of non-Chris- 
tians.” 

The lower court decision by Judge 
Wallace Leyden early this year 
(Church and State, April) held that 
though the Rutherford board’s reso- 
lution ‘may well be bad policy,” it 
was not unconstitutional. 





Unholy Alliance, a 20-page pam- 
phlet embodying the complete text 
in English of the August 27 Concor- 
dat between Spain and the Vatican, 
has been printed by POAU and is 
now available for distribution. Cop- 
ies may be secured from the na- 
tional office. Contributions to help 
defray the cost of publishing this and 
other significant documents will be 
welcome. 
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Tract Distribution Right 
Upheld by Quebec Court 


The City of Quebec, Canada, has 
no right to prevent distribution of 
tracts on “religious” subjects under 
color of preserving the “peace and 
safety” of the community, according 
to a recent 5-4 decision of the Cana- 
dian Supreme Court at Ottawa. Im- 
mediate effect of the decision was to 
put an end to some 800 prosecutions 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses for distribu- 
tion of literature without a police 
permit. 

Weakened, but not completely in- 
validated, by the decision were city 
ordinances in the Province of Quebec 
and other provinces requiring police 
permission for pamphlet distribution. 
The case was widely regarded as one 
involving the general question of 
freedom of the press, but the Court 
analyzed the issue in terms of reli- 
gious freedom primarily. 

The opinion, written by Justice 
Patrick Kerwin, a Roman Catholic, 
held that Jehovah’s Witnesses had a 
right to express their views freely, 
even though such views were offen- 
sive to the Roman Catholic majority 
in the province. He said that the 
“peace and safety of the province 
will not be endangered if that major- 
ity do not use the attacks as a foun- 
dation for breaches of the peace.” 
Two justices of Baptist persuasion 
and two of Anglican voted with Jus- 
tice Kerwin; three Roman Catholics 
and one Anglican voted to dismiss 
the appeal against the Quebec by-law, 
brought by Jehovah’s Witness Laurier 
Saumur. 


Justice Kerwin took note of the 
fact that Jehovah’s Witnesses do not 
consider themselves as belonging to 
a religion and “vehemently attack” 
ordinary religious organizations, but 
he held that religious freedom means 
freedom for Jehovah’s Witnesses as 
well as for more orthodox persons. 

Justice Ivan C. Rand, an Anglican, 
in a concurring opinion, characterized 
the Quebec City ordinance as one 
which threatened freedom of expres- 
sion in general. “What is proposed,” 
he said, “. . . is that a newspaper 
just as a religious, political, or other 
tract or handbill for the purposes of 
sale or distribution through use of its 
streets can be placed under the un- 
controlled discretion of a municipal 
officer; that is, that the province 
while permitting all others could for- 
bid a newspaper or any writing of a 
particular color from being so dis- 
posed of.” 
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Sixth POAU Conference 
Plans Special Sessions 


A chapter officers’ school, workshop 
sessions on the most “sensitive” issues 
in present-day church-state relations, 
luncheon and banquet meetings, and 
national executive sessions are now 
being scheduled as part of the pro- 
ceedings at POAU’s forthcoming Sixth 
National Conference on Church and 
State, to take place on January 20 and 
21, 1954, in Washington, D. C. POAU 
members are urged to act now to se- 
cure registration forms and Confer- 
ence literature for distribution to 
interested persons. Climax of the Con- 
ference will be the annual mass meet- 
ing in Constitution Hall on the eve- 
ning of January 21. 

Many POAU chapters now holding 
elections of 1954 officers will also draw 
up plans for sending delegations to the 
Conference, and should register dele- 
gates’ names with the national office 
as early as possible. 














Mrs. Meyer, Spellman 
Differ on McCarthy 


The U. S. State Department’s well- 
merited condemnation of religious 
persecution in Poland “‘could be ap- 
plied word for word to the McCarthy- 
Velde technique” in America, Mrs. 
Agnes E. Meyer declared at the re- 
cent annual meeting of the South- 
eastern Zone of the New York State 
Teachers Association. A _ leading 
writer on social problems and wife 
of the chairman of the board of The 
Washington Post, Mrs. Meyer said 
that Senator McCarthy and his “co- 
horts” have made the American peo- 
ple, once the chief protagonists of 
religious freedom, “look like a lot of 
frightened sheep.” 

Shortly before Mrs. Meyer deliv- 
ered her address, Francis Cardinal 
Spellman of New York told a large 
audience of Belgian government of- 
ficials and laymen at a Roman Cath- 
olic meeting in Brussels that the “an- 
guished cries and protests against 
‘McCarthyism’ are not going to dis- 
suade Americans from their desire to 
see Communists exposed and removed 
from positions where they can carry 
out their nefarious plans.” He as- 
serted that “no American uncontami- 
nated by Communism has lost his 
good name because of Congressional 
hearings on un-American activities.” 

Mrs. Meyer, on the other hand, 
pointed to Senator McCarthy’s em- 
ployment of J. B. Matthews “as ex- 
ecutive director of his committee at 
the very time Matthews was assert- 
ing in print that ‘the largest single 
group supporting the Communist ap- 





paratus in the United States today is 
composed of Protestant clergymen,’” 
and the Velde committee’s practice of 
releasing “uncorroborated  accusa- 
tions” against thousands of clergy. 
men, the most notable recent victims 
having been Methodist Bishop G, 
Bromley Oxnam and two deceased 
rabbis. 


Job for Congressmen 


If the faith of the American peo. 
ple in their religious leaders is not to 
be undermined, Mrs. Meyer said, 
Congress must take action to reform 
“investigations conducted in total 
disregard of established American 
principles of justice and fair play.” 
Such action, backed by a public 
opinion aroused over oppression in 
the United States as well as abroad, 
is the only way to prevent the growth 
of national disunity, the speaker 
maintained. “Neither butcher, baker, 
candlestick maker, nor educator nor 
minister of the Gospel stands above 
the law,” she observed, “but it is 
wrong and un-American and can only 
sow the seeds of dissension and dis- 
trust among our people when the 
butchers as a class, the bakers as a 
class, educators, clergymen, labor 
union leaders, or any other group, as 
a group, is subject to blanket con- 
demnation.”’ She noted that she had 
not included Senator Jenner in her 
criticism on this occasion because he 
“has made sincere efforts to improve 
his methods of investigation.” 

A lifelong Republican, Mrs. Meyer 
has just published an autobiography, 
Out of These Roots (385 pp., Boston, 
Atlantic-Little, Brown & Co., $4.00). 





Semi-Public Bible Funds 


(Continued from page 3) 


facilities and administration for 

religious instruction is illegal, even 

though the costs of instruction be 
privately provided. 

“Realization of this may be both 
shocking and not a little painful 
to those whose commendable con- 
cern for Bible teaching has inspired 
the Reidsville effort. We wonder, 
however, if the shock and pain 
would not be greater if we found 
our fellow citizens of other reli- 
gious affiliations doing the same 
thing.” 

Heading the funds campaign in 
Reidsville is John G. McLaughlin, a 
department store manager, who, ac- 
cording to The Greensboro News, 
pointed out that the funds “must be 
raised privately since the course is 
not set up in the state educational 
pattern.” 


CHURCH AND STATE 
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public School Enemies 
(Continued from page 2) 


cism, if by fundamentals are meant 
reading, writing, arithmetic, and 
spelling, there is little if any justifi- 
cation, because girls and boys in the 
ublic schools of the United States 
read better and more today than they 
ever have, write more legibly, al- 
though surely with less need to do 
so today, have greater competency in 
the arithmetical processes, and can 
outspell the young people of any 
other age. All of this can be and is 
proved in many different ways. Ob- 
viously a demand to ‘return to the 
fundamentals’ is but a smoke screen 
for the undercover attack on the 
schools.” 


Contempt for People 


Dr. Hunt ascribed a large part of 
the baseless criticism of public schools 
to persons who reject “the concept 
that in a Republic education must 
serve all of the children of all of the 
people.” “Critics of the schools,” he 
noted, “speak of ‘too many white- 
collared trained individuals,’ they 
criticize the ambitions of those eco- 
nomically less privileged than them- 
selves, they darkly hint at a possible 
dislocation of our economy because 
of too much education, and they talk 
about ‘too much pampering’ of chil- 
dren. 

“What these critics of the public 
schools really mean is that they favor 
class distinction, they believe in the 
rule of the ‘well born,’ they are op- 
posed to equal opportunity for all, 
and they do not want to be taxed 
for the support of the schools! . . 

“In addition to those who do not 
believe in the principle of univer- 
sality of education ard those who are 
unwilling to pay for it, there are those 
who prefer private and _ parochial 
education. Here in our free America 
such is the right and privilege of ev- 
ery American. It becomes the re- 
sponsibility of all, however, to rec- 
ognize the laws creating public 
schools, stemming from the very con- 
cept of our founding as a nation, and 
to support them. Happily and en- 
couragingly, that concept, too, is the 
American concept. Let us hope that 
it will always endure, for if it does, 
the public school will endure and will 
continue along with the private and 
the parochial schools to serve Amer- 
ica’s boys and girls. . . .” 

Another speaker at the educators’ 
convention was the Rev. Paul C. 
Reinert, S. J., president of St. Louis 
University, whose subject was ‘What 
More Emphasis on Religion Might 
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Contribute to General and Profes- 
sional Educational Objectives.” 

“How can religion be taught even 
in a tax-supported institution,’ he 
asked, “without violating the present 
attitudes of many of our legislators 
and the current interpretation of the 
First Amendment by a large segment 
of the American people? Some have 
striven to find a common denominator 
in all religions represented in Amer- 
ica and to weave these common 
truths into a curricular content that 
would be agceptable to everybody. 
Such a solution is futile and doomed 
to failure. By its very nature, a re- 
ligion is a creed, a code, a cult, a spe- 
cific form of belief and practice; it 
must be distinctive or cease to be 
what it is. Taking only part of one 
religion and combining it with an- 
other will never solve the problem.” 

Father Reinert advocated as a pos- 
sible “solution” the establishment of 
“a strong department of religion” in 
every college with every student re- 
quired, “within the limits of the 
rights of conscience,” to take courses 
in one or another of several religions 
represented. 





Hierarchy Has Two-Way 
Policy on ‘Compulsion’ 


Pastors should “insist” that Ro- 
man Catholics wishing to attend non- 
Catholic colleges and universities 
must join the Newman Club at the 
non-Catholic institution of their 
choice as a “condition” for obtaining 
Church approval of their decision. 
This was the recommendation made 
by chaplains attending the recent 
39th national convention of the New- 
man Club Federation at Minneapolis, 
Minn. (The Newman Clubs are 
named after Cardinal Newman of 
England, famous nineteenth-century 
convert to Roman Catholicism. ) 

“Catholic students are quite well 
aware that it is the will of the Church 
that they be in Catholic colleges,” 
said a 41-page report, Exploring Our 
Resources, which was presented to 
the convention. It went on to point 
out, however, that two-thirds of all 
Roman Catholic students attending 
institutions of higher learning are en- 
rolled in non-Catholic schools, and 
that many are lapsing from their 
faith. Newman Club chaplains have 
therefore concluded, as one of them 
expressed it at the convention, that 
the best remedy would be for bishops 
to lay down a condition of quasi-com- 
pulsory registration with the New- 
man Club by every Catholic student 


November 8-14, American Educa- 
tion Week, is an event for parents, 
children, and teachers alike. Parental 
visits to the classroom lead to dis- 
covery of the advances made by the 
public school system since “the good 
old days.” This uniquely American 
institution deserves the support of all 
good citizens in the face of attacks 
by selfish and sectarian interests. 





arriving on a non-Catholic college 
campus. “If bishops would lay down 
this condition and require pastors to 
insist upon it and parents to consult 
the pastor before allowing their sons 
and daughters to matriculate in these 
institutions, very much in the way of 
preserving the faith of Catholics on 
these campuses would be accom- 
plished.” The convention also heard a 
report on what was termed the “un- 
limited” potentialities for convert 
work among non-Catholics on the sec- 
ular college campuses. 

Two weeks after the Newman Club 
Federation convention aired this pro- 
posal for stronger compulsion on Ro- 
man Catholic students and increased 
proselytization of non-Catholic stu- 
dents, the Peoria Diocese of the 
Church announced that the faithful 
would no longer be allowed to attend 
Monmouth College, a Presbyterian- 
supported institution at Monmouth, 
Ill. The reason?—According to the 
Rev. George A. Carton, chancellor of 
the Diocese, Monmouth College re- 
quires all students to attend daily 
chapel and weekly vesper services and 
to have five hours of scholastic credit 
in a Bible and religion course before 
a degree may be obtained. In other 
words, compulsion is an evil in the 
eyes of the Roman Catholic Church 
only when it is exercised by zealous 
non-Catholics; compulsion becomes a 
virtue when it is exercised in the in- 
terest of the “one true church.” 
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Archer, Mayne Extol 
Reformation Theme 


Executive Director Archer and Or- 
ganization Director Mayne spoke on 
“The American Tradition” and “A 
Free Church in a Free Nation” in 
Reformation Sunday addresses in 
Huntington, W. Va., and Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

The Organization Director met re- 
cently with interested groups in St. 
Louis, Mo., Centralia and Alton, IIl., 
and Pittsburgh, Pa., and is scheduled 
on December 1 to address a mass 
meeting in Des Moines, Ia., under 
the auspices of the newly chartered 
local chapter. As this issue goes to 
press, the Executive Director is to 
be a featured speaker before the No- 
vember 11 session of the North Caro- 
lina Baptist Convention. 

Leaders from five states are plan- 
ning to attend a two-day convention 
in St. Louis on December 3 and 4 
under the joint sponsorship of the 
St. Louis POAU chapter and the na- 
tional office. President Edwin Mc- 
Neill Poteat, Executive Director 
Archer, St. Louis Chapter President 
J. Edwin Hewlett, and Organization 
Director Mayne will participate in 
the event, which will include a reli- 
gious liberty rally in a downtown au- 
ditorium. For registration blanks and 
other details, write to the Washington 
POAU office. 





Taxpayer Wins Point 
On British School Tax 


Premises used as a Roman Cath- 
olic school in Leatherhead, Surrey, 
England, were ordered restored to the 
tax rolls by the British Minister of 
Housing and Local Government in a 
recent ruling. Under the 1944 Educa- 
tion Act, the minister pointed out, tax 


exemption is allowable only for 
schools meeting certain standards 
which had not been met by the build- 
ing in question, a converted residence. 
The ruling came on an appeal by a 
local taxpayer against a decision of 
the District Auditor, who had upheld 
the tax exemption granted the school 
by the District Council. The Housing 
Minister dismissed as of no merit an 
argument advanced by the Roman 
Catholic school that it should be ex- 
empted under “The Sunday and Rag- 
ged Schools Act,” a nineteenth-cen- 
tury law dealing with the “gratuitous 
education of children and young peo- 
ple of the poorest classes.” The ob- 
jecting taxpayer pointed out in rebut- 
tal that the “poorest classes” referred 
to in the Act were those living in ex- 
treme poverty in industrial areas of 
the previous century, and that the 
pupils of the school in the present 
case did not fit such a description. 





Virginia Methodists 
Laud POAU Action 


Declaring that ‘we, the members of 
the Virginia Annual Conference of the 
Methodist Church, in session in Roa- 
noke, Virginia, October 17, 1953, be- 
lieve that the public schools are the 
foundation of democracy,” the Con- 
ference went on record as “endorsing 
the work of Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State,” and moved to take 
“an offering which has the consent of 
the Council on World Service and 
Finance . . . on the floor of the Con- 
ference to assist the above-named or- 
ganization to save our public schools.” 

The resolution alluded in particular 
to POAU’s “valiant” actions in resist- 
ing sectarian encroachments on the 
public schools in many states. It was 
introduced by the Rev. H. S. South- 
gate, superintendent of the Roanoke 
district of the Virginia Conference 
and a POAU national advisory council- 
man. 
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Closed Doors 


During a recent speaking toyr 
which took him into Indiana, POAY 
Executive Director Glenn L. Archer 
found that in Troy and Tell City 
meeting places which had been re- 
served for him had been withdrawn 
under obvious pressure from power- 
ful interests. He then led his audi- 
ences into the woods and held a meet- 
ing in a Farm Bureau cabin between 
the two cities. 





Marine Hospital Given 
To Roman Catholic Order 


The city of St. Louis, St. Louis 
County, and the City of Kirkwood, 
Mo., were all elbowed aside recently 
by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Caron- 
delet, a Roman Catholic order, which 
was given a government hospital by 
the United States Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare with- 
out payment of any kind and in 
preference to the public agencies 
which bid for it. Formerly operated 
by the United States Public Health 
Service, the Marine Hospital at 525 
Couch Avenue, Kirkwood, was given 
to the church order as “surplus.” 

A Missouri citizen, writing to 
POAU about the matter, observes: 

“This hospital was built in 1938- 
39 and has been designated as surplus 
by the government while this same 
government is building a new hos- 
pital within about 12 miles—in St. 
Louis. . . . If 16 years makes a hos- 
pital old, we had better look to our 
contractors to see what is the matter. 
This is really one of the best hospi- 
tals in this area, It is no farther from 
the heart of St. Louis than Veterans 
Hospital No. 92 at Jefferson Bar- 
racks.” 

The Sisters of St. Joseph, which 
operates 13 other hospitals in the 
United States, contemplates re-open- 
ing the 150-bed institution in about 
six months after spending $498,000 
for remodeling, furnishing, and equip- 
ping the building. The order has a 
conditional title to the building for 
20 years, after which it is to receive 
full title. 

All hospitals operated by the Sis- 
ters of St. Joseph are regulated by 
the Roman Catholic medical code, 
which limits the methods used by 
physicians to those which are ap- 
proved by Roman Catholic Church 
doctrine (Church and State News- 
letter, December, 1950, November, 
1951, and March, 1952). 
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